48                    MODERN   TRAVANCORE
Thulam (14-11-39) the Travancore Village Unions Act IX of 1115. The Act is a comprehensive measure and deals with such subjects as constitution of Village Unions, their administrative functions and powers, creation of a Village Fund and a number of miscellaneous matters such as appointment of Registrars of Village Unions, delegation of powers by Government, liability of members for loss, waste, misapplication of property, institution of legal proceedings against Village Union member, officer, &c. Under the Act, the Union is to make provision for carrying out the requirements of the village in respect of cleaning streets, supply of drinking water to the public, sanitation, control of cattle pounds, &c. The Union may also attend to primary education, relief of the poor or sick, vaccination and such other matters if directed by Government to do so.
The Government by a Notification constituted 26 Unions in the State each comprising a Pakuthy (Village), By another Notification Government also nominated members of the 26 Unions. The salient features of these Notifications are that these Unions were constituted, to start with, in the more important rural parts of the State and they represent compact areas. The Tahsildars of the Taluks where the areas are included have been nominated Presidents. All the Unioris have a non-official majority. Each Union consists of 11 members, 5 officials including the President and 6 non-officials. Among the officials are officers of the Land Revenue, Medical, Public Health, P. W., Agricultural and Co-operative Departments which are, in the main, concerned with the public in general. The work done by these Unions during 1115 M, E. included a discussion of the scope of their work, formulation of proposals for the levy of assessment and framing their Budgets for 1116 M. E. They have already begun their work and from the enthusiasm displayed, it is hoped that they will be able to carry out the objects for which they were created. Government have sanctioned for each Union an annual grant of Rs. 500, so that some work may be done.